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MEYER TO RUTHERFORD
Vienna: 24 Feb. 1921. I was very much interested in your letter of
Feb. 19 and I congratulate you to the astonishing results in your newest
experiments. It is to be hoped now that in. a not too distant future you
may disclose the structure of all the simple atoms and it can't be foreseen
what else will be found from that.
We are glad to have been of use to you in doing your splendid work
through our radium. Of course every bit of this was and is a personal loan
to yourself, the big quantity as well as the small standard. It never occurred
to us to think it possible that your Government has anything to do with
it. We never mentioned it to our Government and therefore it can't
be officially registered. I don't quite understand what you meant with
the * declaration' you mentioned, but I suppose if there would be any
difficulty you would be able to prove that our radium has nothing to do
with the war and that it was at your disposal on friendly terms. I hope
to hear soon from you again.
RUTHERFORD TO MEYER
14 April 1921. I was much disturbed by your statement of the financial
side of the Radium Institute of Vienna and have been active in trying to
raise some funds to buy at any rate a small quantity of the radium which
the Vienna Academy so generously loaned me so long ago and which
has been of so much aid in my researches. Through the kindness of the
Royal Society I have been granted several hundred pounds to help you
in these trying times by buying some of the radium from you. I am
anxious that a reasonable part of the sum should go to defray the
expenses of the Radium Institute. Please consult with the Vienna
Academy about the matter and advise me where and how the money is
to be paid for you to get advantages of the exchange. I shall of course
require the written authority of the Vienna Academy to purchase 10 or
more milligrams of their radium. I should first of all buy the small
radium standard you loaned me before the war, amount, I think about
7 mgs., I speak from memory. Please give me your views on the
question. I hope to hear from you soon.
This reply was received at the Vienna Radium Institute with * vivid
joy', and the question, always difficult, as to the price of radium was
next discussed. The price in America for a gramme of radium at that